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Welcome to Indian Hills this 
first Sunday of May. We’re glad 
you’re here and invite you to come 
back and worship the Lord and 
grow in His grace with us. 

The Only Way
“When He had made purifica-

tion of sins, He sat down at the 
right hand of the Majesty on high” 
(Hebrews 1:3).

We live in an age of tolerance 
and compromise. The idea that 
there is only one way to heaven 
is rejected as narrow-minded and 
intolerant. Some would even say it 
is disrespectful to other beliefs.

It should not surprise us that the 
Bible’s message—salvation through 
grace alone, through faith alone, 
in Christ alone—is too narrow for 
most. However, Paul wrote that 
Jesus did what no one else could 
do: He provided forgiveness for sin, 
once and for all time. “By this will 
we have been sanctified through the 
offering of the body of Jesus Christ 
once for all” (Heb. 10:10).

Peter confirmed this narrow 
point of view, “And there is salva-
tion in no one else; for there is no 
other name under heaven that has 
been given among men by which 
we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 

The gospel of Jesus Christ is 
narrow, and it is not popular. But, 
it is the only way of salvation. Are 
you willing to embrace the Bible’s 
presentation of Jesus as the only 
Savior of mankind?

Unity in Christ
The unity we have in Christ 

truly is miraculous. Although we 
come from many different back-
grounds and walks of life, have 
differing strengths, weaknesses, 
and varying personalities—we are 
united in our love for the Savior.

As we grow, we learn that 
“love covers a multitude of sins” (1 
Peter 4:8) and that God uses each 
one despite our many failings. 
How sweet it is to love the ones 
our Lord holds closely.

We’re thankful you’re here this 
morning. As members of God’s 
family, it is a joy to gather with the 
saints and worship our Lord and 
Savior with you!

Endings & Beginnings
The school-year ministries are 

coming to an end and we praise 
the Lord for another year of grace.

Summer programs will begin 
soon. Watch the newsletter for 
upcoming information.
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Diligence in Prayer
Randy Sperling

Many people have exercised 
strong prayer lives. They may 
have been a homebound mother, a 
business man, or the famed apostle 
Paul who stated in 1 Thessalo-
nians 1:2, “We give thanks to God 
always for all of you, making men-
tion of you in our prayers.” These 
individuals provide examples of 
“diligence in prayer,” meaning 
“a careful and continued work; a 
conscientious effort.” 

What words best describe our 
prayer lives? Silent, verbal, timid, 
comfortable, alone, public, oc-
casional, frequent, brief, lengthy, 
lofty, heart-felt, verbose, simple? 

Pray Without Ceasing. 
Prayer may be defined as the 

act of addressing God. It is a grand 
privilege to be welcomed into the 
very presence of God. In Hebrews 
4:16 we read, “Therefore let us 
draw near with confidence to the 
throne of grace, so that we may 
receive mercy and find grace to 
help in time of need.”

Paul states in I Thessalonians 
5:17, “Pray without ceasing.” We 
are to frequently communicate 
with our heavenly Father. Com-
munication with a stranger can 
be more challenging than with a 
close friend. As we communicate 
frequently with a new person 
we learn to know them and thus 

speech becomes more comfort-
able. Likewise, as we take in God’s 
Word we know Him better and 
prayer becomes normal in every-
day life. 

“Pray without ceasing” may 
prompt the question: “How many 
minutes should a godly person 
pray?” We do not want to set a 
legalistic number. We also do not 
want to take license by being satis-
fied with a mere “Good morning 
Father” as we adjust the rear-view 
mirror on the way to work each 
morning. Prayer must come from 
our heart as we divulge what is on 
our mind. None of this content sur-
prises God as He knows our heart. 

Be Devoted to Prayer
The growing believer has a 

strong private prayer life. Paul 
instructs us in Colossians 4:2 to 
“Devote yourselves to prayer, 

Randy Sperling
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keeping alert in it with an attitude 
of thanksgiving.” “Devote” carries 
the idea of setting apart for special 
use; to persist. Serious prayer takes 
effort. It is work. We are to mimic 
the woman of Luke 18:5 who per-
sisted in her fervent requests of the 
judge. Then Luke 18:7 can become 
our result. “Now, will not God 
bring about justice for His elect 
who cry to Him day and night, and 
will He delay long over them?”

Our devotion to prayer shows 
what is of great value to us. We 
must plan our days for prayer since 
it is our window to God’s power 
being applied to daily circum-
stances. This plan may include 
documentation of prayer item 
details. Share appropriate items 
and results, asking others to pray 
as well. 

As we avail ourselves to prayer 
we become keenly aware of what 
God is accomplishing. This re-
quires alertness, a watchful frame 
of mind, as we set ourselves apart 
to pray. Prayer is both a privilege 
and a responsibility. 

Pray at All Times in the 
Spirit

Believers are to live a life of 
prayer. In Ephesians 6:18, Paul 
calls us to action as we equip our-
selves with the full armor of God. 
“With all prayer and petition pray 
at all times in the Spirit, and with 
this in view, be on the alert with 
all perseverance and petition for all 
the saints.”

We are called to pray in all 
circumstances, including times we 
petition God. Our petition of God 
pictures an earnest request of our 
Superior. We come to God with 
many desires, to the One Who 
knows what we need. We also are 
called to pray in line with the Holy 
Spirit, who has all power to ac-
complish what God wills for us. 

Summary
Our diligent prayer life will 

contain elements of thanksgiving, 
petition, and serious requests of 
issues close to our heart. The Holy 
Spirit makes our prayer effectual. 
Prayer is a major priority of the 
believer’s life as we learn that God 
is bringing about His results as we 
earnestly come before Him. 

May we initiate diligence in 
our prayer life today, looking for 
a greater closeness to Christ as we 
grow ever stronger in Him.

“And when you are

praying,
                 do not use

meaningless 
       repetition

as the Gentiles do,
for they suppose that they will be 

heard for their
many words”

(Matthew 6:7).



6  • Heartbeat

God works in mysterious ways 
and in His loving kindness, He 
sent some of our evangelists to the 
Lancaster County Courthouse with 
the gospel, a prayer tower, Lifesav-
er candy, and a heart for the lost.

IHCC evangelists shared the 
gospel and had numerous spiritual 
conversations with people coming 
and going from the courthouse. 
Standing in front of the courthouse 
was an ideal location to meet with 
people needing hope. Thoughts of 
guilt and despair were obvious.

One of our spiritual heroes, 
John Bradford (1510-1555), is 

Praying and Sharing the Gospel at the
Lancaster County Courthouse
Gale Engle

known for saying, “There, but for 
the grace of God, go I,” when he 
saw a group of criminals led to 
their execution. 

Our evangelists are no differ-
ent. They met a variety of people, 
from those who appeared to be 
hardened criminals to those that 
looked broken, in despair, and 
weighed down with heavy bur-
dens. Our evangelists’ one desire is 
to point each one to heaven.

“We asked everyone if they’d 
like a Lifesaver,” Duane Leach 
said. “We asked that question first, 
because it brought them over to us. 
Then we asked if we could pray for 
them. Most of the people wanted 
prayer. The most common request 
was ‘Pray that I don’t get sent to 
jail.’ ”

Continued on page 7
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“Other prayer requests were 
from family members. ‘Pray for 
our dad,’ a young girl said, with 
fear and uncertainty in her eyes. 
As people expressed their con-
cerns, we listened and waited for 
an opportunity to share the one 
true hope for mankind,” Brad An-
dreesen said.

The gospel was shared many 
times and each one was a God-
ordained appointment. Please con-
sider being part of the evangelism 
movement at Indian Hills. Many of 
our friends and neighbors are lost 
and headed to eternal destruction. 
They need to hear the gospel. You 
may be the one to tell them.

To get involved, contact Adam 
Flaugh at 402-580-3014 / adam.
flaugh@ihcc.org.

John Bradford
John Bradford, known for 

his quote, “There, but for the 
grace of God, go I,” was an 
English, Protestant reformer 
who was burned at the stake 
under the reign of Mary Tudor. 
The charge was heresy against 
the Catholic Church. He was 
45 years old.

Among Bradford’s final 
words at the stake were “O 
England, England, repent!” 
Then, turning to the young 
man who was to suffer with 
him he said, “Be of good com-
fort, brother, for we shall have 
a happy supper with the Lord 
tonight.”

VBS
Teacher Training

Today (May 6) at 5:00 p.m. 
Common Bonds classroom

Room 1404
For those who can’t attend today, 
we will have another session on 

Sunday, May 20, at 5:00 p.m. in Room 1404
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The sixth grade Girls of Grace 
class met at “The Secret Tea 
Room” (aka Bill and Linda Cool-
ey’s house) for their graduation tea 
on March 30.

The morning began with a 
devotional asking the girls to 
examine their lives, to see if it 
gave evidence of being a Christian. 
If so, the girls were encouraged 
to continue to grow; if not, God’s 
plan of salvation through His Son, 
Jesus Christ, was discussed.  

Just prior to starting the formal 
tea, each girl chose a charming 
hat to wear from Linda’s lovely 
collection! Then the girls and 
their leaders were seated around 
a dining room table adorned with 
exquisite china, fairies and linens! 

Sixth Grade Girls of Grace
Tea at The Secret Tea Room
Gail DeRiese

Cucumber sandwiches, chicken 
salad with almonds on croissants, 
banana raspberry cream sandwich-
es, scones with lemon curd, dipped 
strawberries, swans-a-swimming 
cream puffs, and of course, tea, 
were served! What a delightful 
time we all had!  

This sixth grade class had a 
busy year. Besides their weekly 
study of God’s Word and “Pleasant 
Home” training lessons, they also 
made quilts and frozen meals for 
the food service ministry.  

Our prayer is that each girl 
comes to a saving faith in our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and 
that this tea would be a wonderful 
memory for them of sweet Chris-
tian fellowship.
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Children’ Sunday School
Visit the Sunday school 
coordinator’s desk for 
class locations.

Junior High (Grades 6-8)
Studying Acts
Team Taught
Cornerstone House

Senior High (Grades 9-12)
Studying Colossians
Jeff Harford Teaching
Room 1430

Alpha Omega (18–25) 
Studying 1 Corinthians
Duane Nelsen Teaching
Room 2311

EDGE
Studying Hebrews
Jimmy Pelton Teaching
Rooms 2211

Common Bonds
Studying Acts
Jim Mooberry Teaching
Room 1404

Bible Fellowship Hour
HIS
Studying Deuteronomy
Scott Bailey Teaching
Room 1423

LOGOS
Studying 1 Kings
Greg Thomas Teaching
Room 1422
 
1800 Fellowship
Studying Luke
Bill Cooley Teaching
Room 1100 (Chapel)

One Heart
Studying Matthew
Dick Bergt Teaching
Room 1112

LIFE
Studying Philippians
Jim Pelton Teaching
Room 1419

The Father Knows Best
Studying “Taking the Mys-
tery Out of Revelation”
Don Goertzen Teaching
Room 1414

Standing Firm
Studying Mark
Ed Daly Teaching
Room 1417

Classes begin at 8:45 
a.m. but everyone is 
welcome to come at 
8:30 a.m. for a cup of 
coffee and fellowship.

For more information 
about any of these 
classes, contact Duane 
Nelsen at 402-483-
4541, visit the class, or 
stop by the informa-
tion center in the south 
lobby.

Information Center
We would love to meet 
you! Please stop by and 
pick up your visitor/
newcomer gift bag. 
We’re located across 
from Sound Words.

“But seek first His kingdom and His righteous-
ness, and all these things will be added to you” 
(Matthew 6:33).
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Family News
Hospitalized. Curt Kuster was 
hospitalized and is now home.

Children’s Studies
Children’s Sunday School. The 
children reviewed recent lessons.
Children’s Church. The children 
studied Numbers 16 and learned 
about Israel rejecting God’s 
prophet and priest. The lesson goal 
is to respect and obey the leader-
ship God has established.

Information
Clothing Outlet will be open 
Tuesday, May 8 from 8:00 a.m.–
6:30 p.m. Donated clothes may be 
dropped off any time the church is 
open. Please place clothing inside 
the box in the Clothing Outlet 
closet (NE corner, by big canopy). 
Donated clothes should be in bags 
or boxes. Please put children’s 
clothes in a separate bag or box. 
Clothes should be clean and in 
good condition. Questions? Call 
Brenda Turner at 402-486-1898.
Sparks/T&T Awards. Everyone is 
welcome to attend award night on 
Wednesday, May 9, at 6:45 p.m.
Weekly Outings. Plan to meet at 
the Lincoln Children’s Museum on 
Tuesday, May 7, at 9:30 a.m. There 
is an admission charge.
Girls of Grace Camp. Stop by the 
table in the south lobby and get 
your daughter registered for camp. 

Girls’ camp will be held May 
25–28. Registration will be held 
May 6 and 13. Registration dead-
line is May 13.
VBS Workers. Many workers 
are needed for this year’s Vaca-
tion Bible School. We especially 
need workers for the nursery, 
pre-kindergarten, and kindergarten 
rooms. If you’d like to help, con-
tact Rachel Gould, 402-483-4541 
or rachel.gould@ihcc.org.
VBS Supply Closet is open. It is lo-
cated in the unfinished area just north 
of the elevator on the second floor. 
Please let Michelle Pietzyk know if 
you have any questions or requests.
VBS Crafts. We need empty foil, 
wax, and plastic wrap boxes. Our 
kids will be transforming them 
into fun periscopes. Boxes can be 
dropped off now through June 10 at 
the north or south information desks.
Vacation Bible School. VBS will 
be held June 18–22. Be sure to 
invite your friends and neighbors.
Gardening in the church flower 
beds begins each Wednesday at 
10:00 a.m. in the south parking 
lot. Tools and gloves are provided. 
Bring water and a hat.
Rainout Gardening. When 
Wednesday gardening gets rained 
out, workers meet on Thursday at 
the same time they were scheduled 
to work on Wednesday. If you 
would like to help on a rainout 
Thursday, please come! Tools and 
gloves are provided.
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Last Week’s Message
April 29 AM. Gil Rugh. GR 2040. 
More Judgments Bring On More 
Blasphemy. Revelation 16:8-14
April 29 PM. Gil Rugh. GRM 
1181. Questions and Answers. 
Selected Verses

Nursery Coordinator. One person 
is needed to share the position of 
nursery coordinator during the 
Sunday school hour. Each coordi-
nator would work three months, 
then have three months off. For 
more information, call Stephanie 
Dowding, 402-416-9868.
Vegetable Plants for Sale. Our 
Girls of Grace are selling tomato 
and pepper plants, along with some 
other vegetables and flowers, start-
ing today, May 6. All donations go 
toward Girls of Grace camp.
The Great Awakenings of the 
Americas meets on Wednesday 
from 7:00–8:00 p.m. in room 1414. 
Donald Goertzen is the teacher. 
Everyone high school age and 
older is welcome. Cookies and cof-
fee top off the evening.
Door 2 Door Evangelism (in the 
neighborhoods of Lincoln) meets 
each Monday at 6:15 p.m., weather 
permitting. Meet at the north 
entrance of IHCC (by the security 
desk). Everyone is welcome to 
attend. If you’ve never been out 
before, we will pair you up with 
someone who has experience and 
you can learn by observing. If 
the weather looks unpredictable, 
please check the church website, 
www.ihcc.org, for instructions.
Pickleball meets on Monday from 
6:45–9:00 p.m. in the Family Center.  
Everyone is welcome. For more 
information, call Vince Ganshorn 
at 402-440-9640.

Teachers are needed at High Place 
Nursing Home (84th and Old 
Cheney) and at Sumner Place (1750 
South 20th). Please contact Tom 
Price at 402-792-9331 or mathman-
price@gmail.com for more infor-
mation.
What Does the Bible Say? is a 
new sermon series on Sunday 
nights. Gil is discussing current 
issues and then taking questions. 
Questions will be received in the 
auditorium or through Facebook 
Live. Consider typing your ques-
tion on the Facebook Live stream 
if you’d rather not speak into the 
microphone. Invitations to the 
Sunday night Sermon Series are 
available at the main entrances.
Tornado/Spring Storm. Spring is 
here and with the warmer tempera-
tures we must prepare for the oc-
casional spring storm or tornado. 
Kevin Wheat has posted maps 
(with both fire and tornado escape 
routes noted) in each of the class-
rooms. Should an emergency arise, 
teachers will lead their students to 
safety using the prearranged route.
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This Week’s Events
Sunday 

Girls of Grace Plant Sale 
VBS Teacher Training 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday Night Church 6:00 p.m. 

Boys of Faith 6:00 p.m.
Girls of Grace 6:00 p.m. 
Sonshine Kids 6:30 p.m. 

 
Monday 

Door to Door Evangelism 6:15 p.m.
Pickleball 6:45–9:00 p.m. 

Sisters 7:00 p.m. 

Tuesday 
Clothing Outlet 8:00 a.m.–6:30 p.m. 

Weekly Outings (Children’s 
Museum) 9:30 a.m. 

Wednesday
Flower Garden Workers 10:00 a.m.

Praise Team, Band 6:00 p.m.
Orchestra 6:00 p.m.

Sparks/T&T Awards 6:45 p.m. 
Junior High Game Night 7:00 p.m.

Issues . . . World 7:00 p.m.

Thursday
Alpha Omega Study 7:00 p.m.

Future Events
May  13 

Mother’s Day 
Boys of Faith Last Night Cookout

May 20 
VBS Teacher Training

May 25–28 
Girls of Grace Camp

May 28 
Memorial Day 

Church Building Closed

June 3 
Communion

June 17 
Father’s Day

June 18–22 
Vacation Bible School

June 20 
Duane Nelsen Preaching AM 
Adam Flaugh Preaching PM

June 26 
JHAM Worlds of Fun Trip

June 27 
Duane Nelsen Preaching AM 
Duane Nelsen Preaching PM

June 27–July 1 
Senior High Camp

July 4 
Independence Day 

Church Building Closed

July 15 
Communion

August 4–7 
Boys of Faith Summer Camp
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